,g                                             EAST V. WEST

subject matter of the learning of the West and the East during the
last three hundred years and concludes that while Galileo, Kepler,
Boyle, Harvey, and Newton worked with the objects of nature,
with stars, balls, inclining planes, telescopes, microscopes, prisms,
chemicals and numbers and astronomical tables, "their Chinese
contemporaries worked with books, words and documentary
evidences" (ibid., pp. 70-71), and he says that this contrast makes
"the fundamental difference between their fields of work all the
more conspicuous." But it does not explain why Galileo and Kepler
did not study chemistry and the science of war, and Boyle and
Harvey did not study marine engineering and the science of the
navy, aspects of Western Civilization which, according to Mr.
Hu Shih, most impressed the non-European peoples.

But granting that Chinese Civilization is fundamentally different
in kind from Western Civilization, it does not seem to extend to
the whole of the East: it is not a contrast between the West and the
East For, Japan, if no other country, has rapidly adopted Western
Civilization, not excluding "the mastery of the martial phase of
Western Civilization, which is the most difficult for an Oriental
race to learn" (ibid., p. 13). Mr. Hu Shih says that "in the brief
course of little more than half a century Japan not only has become
undoubtedly a past-master of all the arts and weapons with which
the West once threatened to overpower her, but is now actually
threatening to out-Herod the Herods of the Western world in
industrial and commercial expansion as well as in military and
naval rivalry" (ibid., p. 3). Mr. Hu Shih contrasts the rapid and
centrally-directed westernization of Japan with the slow, voluntary
and evolutionary westernization of China. The fact that both the
peoples are of the East has not produced similar reactions in them
towards Western Civilization, but each reacted differently. Appar-
ently the distinction is not between East and West but between
the West and China and Japan.

Perhaps Mr. Hu Shih's own earlier diagnosis is more accurate.
The difference between Eastern and Western Civilization was one
of took Till AJX 1600 there was no difference between the two;
if anything, the East had better tools; but since then the West has